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Commanders Column by Dick Juhl

Where has the summer gone? Here we are, looking at Thanksgiving and
Christmas already. We've had some great events this summer; things like the

golf tournament, the fishing tournament, the Filly Shoes fund raiser, fish fries,
dinners and other events honoring veterans. I can't say enough good things about
volunteers.

We are an organization that draws our strength from our relationship as a Legion
family and our devotion to veterans, their families, our community, our children
and youth and our devotion to God and Country.

There are so many events that mark our history and our reason to exist as
the American Legion. There are too many to name. Here are just a few that
happened in December and January:

December 7, 1941 — Pearl Harbor

December 16, 1944 — Battle of the Bulge

January 1, 1951 — Chinese push UN forces south of the 38th parallel in Korea
January 7, 1967 — Operation Cedar Falls — Vietnam

January 17, 1991 — Operation Desert Storm

January 30, 1968 — Battle of Hue began in Vietnam

Operation Iraqi Freedom

Afghanistan

There are so many more going back to the 1700s but I chose these for a reason.
These are wars that still have veterans living among us. They raised their hands
and said “I Will Defend My Country.” They did this for us and our neighbors. If
not for them, where would our country be?

Now it is our job to make sure that they are taken care of. There are too many
veterans out there who don’t know that they have rights for themselves and their
families. They don’t know about their rights in the VA system and they don’t know
about all of the other programs that the Legion offers. It is our job to find them
and help them. It is too easy to say, “Oh, of course they know.”

THEY DON'T. Trust me. We need to look around our sphere of influence and ask
ourselves, have we really reached out to our neighbors, our friends and the people
we work with to find these veterans and, if necessary, take them by the hand and
show them that there is a system, a support group that will help them.

IU's not just about signing them up for VA health care. Our organization was
founded to assist veterans and their families in any way we can. If you don’t know
what programs are available, it's time you learned. Remember the last line of the
preamble to our constitution; “to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our
devotion to mutual helpfulness.

Let us all make a pledge to find and help a veteran this year. Wouldn't that be a
great New Year'’s resolution?
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Auxiliary News

This month’s article is a conglomeration of notes I've been
collecting. Rather than put it in story style, I'm just going to throw it
all out there!

First, thank you to Boone for spearheading the Veterans Day
program at the Community Center. Thank you, also, to Jan, Dana,
Bubba, Pete and Michael for all of your hard work in helping to
make it happen. If I missed anyone, I apologize.

The 10th District joint project (Post, Auxiliary and SAL) is
Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans (MACV). Their mission
is “to provide assistance throughout Minnesota to positively
motivated veterans and their families who are homeless or
experiencing other life crises.” In addition to cash donations, their
wish list includes phone cards; Target, Walmart and gas-only gift
cards (Holiday, SA, Super One, BP, Kwik Trip); coffee; DVD movies;
oil changes; hair cuts (Great Clips or local options); greeting cards/
postage; basic hygiene items such as shampoo, toothbrushes &
toothpaste, combs, deodorant, soap, shaving cream, razors, small
Kleenex packages; winter hats, gloves, scarves, warm socks.

Other things you can do to contribute to issues near and dear

to your hearts:

e When you buy specially marked packages of Freschetta
pizza, a donation of $1 will be made to Sloan-Kettering
Cancer Center to support breast cancer research up to
$50,000.

e Any yogurt lids promoting donations for cancer research
must be received by December 31, 2011. That means I'll
need them by mid-December to be counted and mailed.

by Dawne Juhl, President

e Buy Duracell batteries and Duracell will donate batteries to
local volunteers (such as volunteer firefighters).

e Hills Brothers Homefront Heroes. When you use a
manufacturer’s coupon to buy Hills Brothers coffee, the
company will donate up to $150,000 for 50 scholarships to
military families. For every 100,000 supporters, Hills
Brothers will donate 10 scholarships to military families.
Web site for more information is
www.HillsHomefrontHeroes.com.

We talked to our son-in-law earlier this month. Afghanistan wants
fishing/hunting/car magazines; books; individual serving fruit
cocktail. And home-made goodies. Tomorrow I'm sending nine
dozen Snickerdoodles with some other stuff. I'll be a star mother-
in-law.

Do you have a winter emergency kit in your car? A blanket, extra
boots, a bag of cat litter, some candy bars and a bright piece of
cloth to tie to your antenna in case you land in a ditch are good for
starters.

Please look at the calendar for upcoming events. This month is
only for December so we can get on a more logical schedule in the
future.

I feel like this has been an overload of information, and maybe not

in logical order, but sometimes you just have to get it all in writing.

Any questions, please e-mail me at djuhl@msn.com or call me at
(952) 955-3665. I'm always happy to hear from you.

Hug a veteran every chance you get!
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